				 LAWS 2105 T – Summer 2021 
ASSIGNMENT: Major Paper

Value: 		Worth 50% of your final grade (marked out of 50 points).

Due:  	June 8, 2021 at 11:59 pm. Late penalties apply as of due date and time.

Other Instructions: Additional instructions are provided at the end of the assignment. This includes penalties for length and lateness. Read to the end of this document!


Assignment
Recent criticisms of Human Rights principles have sought to limit their reach throughout the world. Some have argued that human rights’ imperial roots cannot represent diverse world cultures and value systems. Others have argued that the liberal principles structuring human rights are adaptable enough to respond to such cultures. 

For this assignment you are to write a paper explaining whether you believe human rights principles respond to cultures and value systems that do not share those liberal imperial roots. You should use each course reading to help you answer the question. 
You are required to talk about themes and concepts advanced throughout the course and determine whether you believe human rights can accommodate and represent diverse world cultures past the Euro-American world. 

You can also include 3 to 5 outside academic sources in the article as well to help you develop your argument. 

You are required to write an essay answering the following question: 

Do you believe that human rights principles can respond to diverse world cultures and value systems unrelated to Western liberal imperialism? 

Your essay should include the following elements:

I. Discussion of Human Right Principles (10 Marks)

Provide:  

· A brief introduction to the topic of Human Rights 
· Explain the moral and philosophical principles that structured our knowledge of Human Rights 
· Talk about the relation between Human Rights and States

II. 	Critiques of Human Rights (10 Marks)

Your discussion and analysis should consider the following questions:

· Examine the critiques of contemporary understandings of human rights advanced in course texts and other academic articles. 
· How have others argued that human rights principles undermine cultural value systems that are indirectly linked with Euro – American Liberalism?
· Why are human rights principles believed to be irreconcilable with marginalized world cultures? 

III. 	Counter Arguments (10 Marks) 

[bookmark: _Hlk55930625]Your discussion and analysis should consider the following questions: 

· Explain how authors have argued that human rights can be “translated” to better represent diverse world cultures? 
· How can human rights build on established cultural principles in diverse societies and value systems?

IV. 	Answer the Assignment Question (10 Marks) 

Your discussion and analysis should consider the following questions: 

· Do you think human rights principles can better represent the diverse cultures and value systems unrelated to Western liberal imperialism? 
(Think about to Mutua’s principle on the “Multiculturalization” of Human Rights or Napoleon’s concerns about “Ethnic Nationalism”)
· Do you think human rights respect cultures unrelated to the west while still ensuring their basic principles are upheld? 
(Think about to Merry’s concepts of Human Rights Transplants as well as Henderson’s argument on Treaty Federalism)

Note: Quality of writing and citations (10 marks)


ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS AND INSTRUCTIONS

Title Page:	Include a title/cover page with your name and student number, course name and number, TA Name and Assignment Title. 

Spacing and Font:	Use double-spacing except for block quotes. Font should be 12-point font with regular page margins. Insert page numbers. 

File Format 	Submit your file in MS Word or PDF. 

File Name:	Name your file using this protocol: TA, your last name and first initial and assignment number (e.g. D02_SmithD_2). This is essential for sorting submitted files.

File Submission: 	The assignment must be submitted electronically via Laws 2105 T Major Paper Assignment dropbox on Bright Space. Remember to hit the SUBMIT button. Instructions for submitting an assignment in CU Learn:


Length: 	Your Essay should be no more than 2000 – 2500 words long (approximately 8 to 10 pages).  

Citations 
and Bibliography:	You can include any citation style you like (Including MLA, APA, Chicago, McGill Style Legal Citation) but you must consistently use it. You must also include a bibliography with your assignment.
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